
Dear Friends,

I would like to say at the beginning that
I respect your right to choose what you
believe. That’s part of what makes
America great. Unlike those living under
oppressive regimes in the darker periods
of human history, you and I have the right
to choose. 

You have chosen to be an atheist, while
I have chosen to be a Christian. In that we
are different, though in many other
respects we are the same. We both love
our families and friends and would be
willing to help out a stranger in need. We
are committed to making the world a bet-
ter place for those who will follow us. We
like to see other people happy and are
upset when we see them suffer. 

While we share many things in com-
mon, our major difference is religion. You
have chosen to be an atheist, presumably
for reasons that seem good to you. I’ve
done the same in choosing to be
Christian. We have both based our deci-
sions on some kind of evidence. But
because of my belief in the God of the
Bible, I would like to ask you to consider
a few simple points. First, try to under-
stand the religions that you oppose. Give
them a fair hearing before rendering a
verdict. There is a lot of misinformation
about Christians, and sometimes it can be
difficult to separate truth from fiction. I’ll
correct a few of the popular misconcep-
tions. I don’t believe in God because I’m
afraid of Hell. I don’t want America to turn

into a theocracy. I don’t do good deeds because I think God will reward me. I don’t use
God as a crutch because I’m too weak to make it through life on my own. I don’t turn
off my brain to believe, and I certainly don’t have a faith that is blind. You may be unac-
customed to hearing these things from a believer. I can assure you that I am not alone
in my beliefs.  

There are a number of your fellow atheists who give no appearance of fairness or
objectivity. Authors like Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, Sam Harris, and oth-
ers make little attempt to conceal their contempt for faith. They tend to be polarizing
figures because they take an all-or-nothing approach to religion. I would invite you to
investigate what they say. In many cases, they overstate and even manipulate the evi-
dence. You deserve to have facts to make your choices, not someone’s hateful inter-
pretation.  

You may think that Christians eschew science and logic, but that is an overplayed
stereotype. The Bible actually commands its readers to understand why they believe
in God and to be ready to explain their belief. You may have run across Christians who
attribute faith to their upbringing or to a “blind leap,” but I assure you it is only because
they have neglected what the Bible teaches about having an informed faith.

I believe it is necessary to point out that some of the greatest scientific minds in his-
tory have been Christians. The leading atheists today claim that faith is an impediment
to scientific inquiry. Richard Dawkins routinely claims that faith is hostile to science.
That’s an opinion, not a fact. Many scientists have achieved the highest levels of aca-
demic accomplishment while maintaining their belief in a personal God. 

Understand that the Christians who talk to you about the importance of faith are not
doing so for a selfish motive. They aren’t trying to brainwash you or generate more rev-
enue for their church. The reason we talk is because we care. Love for the Truth and
compassion for our fellow human beings is the motivation behind our efforts to get you
to read the Bible. Not fear. Not intolerance.  

I realize that some Christians do not act as they should. If you do not believe in God
because of one of these people, let me be the first to say that hypocrisy is vehemently
condemned in Scripture. In His time on Earth, Jesus saved some of His harshest criti-
cism for the hypocrite. While there are Christians who act this way, it is because of
their failure, not their faith, that they have done so.

The issues involved in the debate between theism and atheism are too important to
pass over glibly. Obviously, only one of us can be correct. If you are right and there is
no God, then you have nothing to lose. But if I am right and God does exist, you have
everything to lose. 

Christians also believe in using facts. Check them out before making your 
final choice.

Sincerely,
Dewayne Bryant
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