
Dear Friends,

There is a storm of epic proportions
brewing in America. Remember in The
Wizard of Oz when Dorothy sees the tor-
nado approaching the farm? First the
wind picks up, and soon it’s whipping
things around. The twister is quite a ways
off, but it’s big enough that even at a dis-
tance it’s menacing. Then she realizes
that it’s coming straight at the old home-
stead. That’s the kind of storm that is
heading straight for our churches.

There is a small but extremely vocal
minority of atheists in the Western world
who are gearing up for an assault on
Christianity. It isn’t a polite conversation
or a cordial invitation to debate. It’s a win-
ner-takes-all fight to the finish.   

When I say atheists, I mean militant
atheists. Many atheists—I would say
most of them —live as good, sincere peo-
ple. They love their friends and family and
would help a stranger in need. They do
charitable work and volunteer in their
communities. I’m not talking about the
average Joe who is more than happy to
co-exist peacefully with his religious
neighbors. I’m talking about the militia. 

The militant atheist of the 21st century
is not as amiable as his predecessors. In
the past, you could have expected an
atheist to approach the subject of religion
with a measure of cool-headed tact.
Now, the arguments against Christianity
are tactless and crass. They aren’t inter-
ested in hearing your side of the story
unless it agrees with theirs. 

You may not see a point in attempting to
understand atheism. You believe in God,

go to church, and try to be as Christ-like as possible. Responding to the charges of
atheism may not interest you. You may not feel that it even concerns you. Please allow
me a moment to change your mind. 

Militant atheists like Richard Dawkins teach that America’s religiosity is an embar-
rassment to the rest of the world. About 90% of the American populace believes in God.
To Dawkins and his disciples, it means that nine tenths of the nation is firmly planted in
the Bronze Age, worshipping an ancient god whose time has come and gone. They
teach that religious instruction for children is equivalent to child abuse. They believe
that religion is something that only a person with deficient intelligence can hold. 

The apostle Peter told his readers that they needed to be ready to provide evidence
for their belief (1 Peter 3:16). Many Christians have no interest in this, nor are they pre-
pared to answer the questions when asked. But you need to be ready for those ques-
tions. If you are doing your job in following and teaching for Christ, they will come.

In order to provide a reasonable response to these questions, there are several
myths that you must avoid. First, atheists do not believe life is meaningless. Since they
have no divine source of hope or purpose, it’s easy to make this assumption. In truth,
atheists do believe that life has meaning. They believe life is precious, more so because
of their belief that there is no life beyond the grave. Life is to be lived and enjoyed,
because it’s all there is.

Another common myth is that atheists are fundamentally arrogant people. They have
already made up their minds to disbelieve in God, and no matter how well you reason,
nothing will change it. Well, some might be, but certainly not all. Science can be a hum-
bling enterprise. Scientists often stand in awe at the intricacy of the universe. They
marvel at how tiny one human being is when compared to the immensity of the cos-
mos. It’s hard to be arrogant when you realize that the Earth is nothing but a speck of
dust in a sprawling universe.

The last myth for our discussion (though there are many more) is that atheists are fun-
damentally immoral people because they don’t hold themselves accountable to God.
As it has been said, “Without God, everything is permissible.” Many atheists do not feel
this way, however. I would say most are devoted to being moral citizens even though
their basis of morality is not rooted in the Bible. 

In The Art of War, Sun-Tzu pointed out that if a man knows both his enemy and him-
self, he can never lose. If he knows only himself, his chances are 50/50. If he knows nei-
ther, he is hopelessly lost. Too many Christians fall in the last category. They know what
they believe, but they don’t know why. They feel that their beliefs are important but
can’t give a good reason for holding them. They rarely think about their faith. They go
to church on autopilot. 

If you think that atheism is a minor issue in American culture today, think again. The
levels of hostility are ever rising, with the most outspoken critics building war chests to
get their message out to the world. The Gospel is needed now more than ever. 

If you haven’t seen the storm yet, you need to walk outside and check the weather.

Sincerely,
Dewayne Bryant
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